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Front eovea Those Luge origins 
nacelle pods iderlity StratotaiUtar 
Virginia £>Zrt as a :e engmod 
CTMEB-ppwored KC-13SK The US 
Air Force is currently about hall¬ 
way through Funding the conversion. 
oJ some 732 fB7-pawered KC- 
H3SA/Qs io JCC-I35R configmrarton 

Busk cover MrldenhaLTa hangar* 
were obviously uch designed with 
the future product* of Booing 
Military Airplanes in mind—this IDth 
ACCS EC-13SH. has to hang ha tail 
otu in ihu brocse 

Right This handsome 'welcome 
board' nniij] grace* the Military 
Air lilt Command Terminal at 
MildenhaC, which .vie opened in 
I97J, and I* the first sight many US 
servicemen and their Jamrlies- get ol 
the United Kingdom 
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Introduction 


Royal Air Force Mildenhall is located in 
Sutfolk near the English university city of 
Cambridge. When newly-opened, the ant hold 
earned its place m the annals or aviation 
hisicry as the smarting point of the 
MacRobertson Air Race from England to 
Australia in October 1934. The winning 
aircraft, a de Haviltend DH.8B Comet named 
Grgyvenor /louse, arrived in Melbourne after 
completing 11,300 miles in less than 13 hours. 
Fittingly, over half a century later, that same 
aircraft returned to display at MtldenhaU's Air 
Fete '37 following a remarkable 14-year 
restoration to flying condition. 

During World War 2, RAF Mildenhall 
played a key role in die bomber offensive 
against Nazi Germany, tn more than SQOQ 
sorties, Bomber Command aircraft based at 
Mildenhall dropped nearly 23,000 tons of 
bombs on ihe enemy. When hostilities ended. 
Mildenhall was downgraded to 'caretaker' 
status, but returned to active service when 
the Cold War began to freeze solid in the 
wake of the Soviet Union’s Berlin Blockade of 
June 194B. At the invitation of Clement Attlee's 
Labour Government, American airpower was 
deployed over there’ again in strength to 
bolster the defences of Western Europe. 
Mildenhall became one of several former RAF 
airfields to be 'taken over' by the US Air 
Force. 


Today, RAF Mildenbail is home for 
approximately 3339 military personnel with 
IBS US and 269 British civilians employed. 

The only host unit at Mildenhall (as distinct 
from numerous tanker/transport units 
deployed there on a temporary duly (TDY) 
basis) is Ihe 513th Airborne Command and 
Control Wing, which operates the Boeing EC- 
I35H (pages 33-SS). 

For the cluster of dedicated aviation 
enthusiasts at 'spy corner'—the car paik and 
public viewing area on ihe north-east comer 
of the airfield—the most eagerly awaited 
event at Mildenhall is ihe Launch of an SR-71 
mission. But the huge variety of other aircraft 
movements at Ihe base is reason enough to 
spend all day there with binoculars, radio 
and notebook (not forgetmg sandwiches and 
thermos) to hand. 

SUPERBASE 5; MILDENHALL was shoi 
between April and June ISAS using Fentax 8 
x 7 ms and Nikgn 35 mm cameras loaded 
with Fuji film. This book would not have been 
possible without the generous assistance of 
Captain ftuthellen Lethbridge-Bcrden. Chief 
of Public Affaire, and the ever-helpful Jeff 
Halik. David Davies and Mike Vines would 
also like to thank Brian Barfoot of Leeds 
Camera Centre in Birmingham; Mark 
Reynolds of Fuji (UK) Ltd; and John Aamat, 
Brian Quirke and Dave White of ICL Ltd, 
Birmingham. 

Oihkoah, by goafa. Said Id bo Ilia 
wgrld's largest file angina, the 
51*h Civil Engineering Squadron, 

Mildenhall Fire Dapartmonr* 

Oihitoah P-15 car pump 1200 US 
gnllona of water or HQ gallniu of 
foam par miooie from itR rooi- 
moMired (aam gun 
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Det 4 and the SR-71 

SR-71 A 30-L7SSQ of DptachRienl A. 9th Slrnlogtc RecoTmaisuLncu W;ng bl.iela 
□if train MildaidijlE ns dusk Tjiltn tiding Lbfi to,1.100 lb 11 COEtibLnsd lJn USl d! Hi 
two Pratt A Whitney IS8 anginira- AcceEnralion is with ib*1 guar limiting 
jp«d eoinoi up veiy Jam ‘You juit hang in iAoio on take-off. one hand or¬ 
tho pole, tbq aLbur tm thn gear seliicl, Ip gat the wheoli up before yeti 
exceed ihe 300 taiota limit,' says 179BQ'u pilot Major Dunne Knoll Wuhan a 
couple □! mitiiihci tri bit-oil he lu overhead MitdotihaLl ji 13,000 teei, turning 
on track lO rondoJ vqus nt rLB&O oft England's Can! Coast with I JtC-{35Q 
tanker Igt the Sluiaty SE-71 A'b Cuit 'lop-up' of us muque JP-7 fuel. Note for 
iQveii of trivial so fail ia the SR-71 A that if n rifle bill'd was fired ni iJie moment 
■t lilted oil on an around tlm world flight and the bullet could luamriin 
v akoetry, ihu BLsckbLfd would got homo 30 nunuios ahead of the ulu-j. 






KimJc in Iho barn. 6i-Hf9flO 
undergoes engine mivtcuig The 
variable position mLc t spike from 
(he pert [SB hU been removed nuj 
can be seen op ns atapdi to the right 
«rf picture behind (he nepa. Two 
equipment bay access panels in 
open. In ihcae compartmenti 
ewnliiniitjgqt* erf o(oie-looh csiiieiu. 
Sideways Looking Ait borne Radar 
(3UUi> and Electronic SntolUgencc 
SELINT) recording daw™* are 
earned on operational tnianora. Dot 
4 comprises same Ion olfica ra, BO 
enlisted mmoSuni, 80 cmitan 
idtrfuddana. and two (light crews 
who man the unrt oh a 45-day 
temporary duty (TBY) basis. The 9th 
5 RWb permanont “home 1 is Beale 
APB, California 
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Above left and ligln Pvt 4 pilot 
Major Puona HoU. dressed in ht* 
'skivne*'. i* helped il4b Mi David 
Clark SI 030 'gold' piesaurc ami 
about an hpur bcfina scheduled 
ntittiM tune. The SI 030 was 
de velnped. from die suite worn by 
aHronauis on Ihe Gorotoi 
programme, weighs 49- pounds and 
coats $30,000. ‘SlUUAig up' SOE an 
SR-7IA nusaion tukm about 12 
nuntiEH, end includes hall nut 
pressLinzaELDn and ovycjen Ends. 

And in cue you wondered, yos, is- 
DighE l relier la possible when 
wear tug the SI 030, but a! a price- 
Mot K 3 tnucEi ape tiding s penny a* a 
hundred bucks. because Ehat'a whai 
ite costa the US AF each time a 
Blackbird dnvcr gees to the John in 
hi* SF‘7l: I he poifa tnEegrriL pLiiUC 
reEiet lube end utnve beg have to bo 
thrown away after tue and new ouch 
stitched in 


Lower left RecohiuuBaa.nct? System* 
Operator fRSOl Major Tom Veltri 
check* Ihe rubber inner gJ hi* 
GN- 12 I 3 S 4-03 helmet lor ojtygen 
Soak* 











Abort PlIck Major Dumo Noll HtfiJ. 
and hiB RSO Major Torn Volin are 
driven from the PSD fining room to 
live Del 4 'bain 1 in 4 PSD van wfiidh 
i* fined wih fully reclining ’apace 
oouchoa' and an inbuilt preature iuji 
venUbban system ia keep ihe craw 
eeal an mute ig Ihe aircraft, which 
can ju*c be Hen through live rub 
rear doer* 


RighI booking not on la ho a scene 
from an early space explaieuen 
muUign, Major Tom Volin (lelt) ton* 
the red kina over which ordinary 
mortals fear to CrOSs because □[ the 
Lurking armed guard • VoUri and 
Noll have jiui emerged from the 

PSD Tj-jigcin and. a [a abnu.1 la il rap in 

tor a abort two-hour inwaion- Printed 
palchfiH on suit cvdla are emergency 
ditching chocbJuta 
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Like a aiwikD chsmwr a Dai 4 craw 
chioi coaxes 'Habu' EH-17G71 oui of 
Lis Laji, whale grounderow canduei 
'Ijsi chance 1 visual pieEfight rhcrko 
on ihe humEmnrhoad before Ihe 
Blackbird lines up <m Mitdenhatl'i 
Runway ] ] far cake-oH 


























Mcdawheot prcmsoLy on thu runway 
centreline, maanwtieelii suit 
dhsekad, 64-17971, cOUrign OUTO 76, 
™na Iho go 1 Eagp.il light Cram the 
backup Aircrew tu the tomtcl 
wehjeiD. who mupitor pie Right 
engine run-ups and get ihe green 
light Ir&m optuoUDiLB diiKUr OU1D 
64 lp Maidenhairs control tower. 

Lika aU SR-J1A nperadoftai Ehgtu&, 
QUID 76'. musaon today will l» 
conducted an iota! radio silence. A 
COdfrd mciaBagt: alerts rcUsvanl «r 
ti.ilfic control unite praoi to each 













High! cm lh« bullw of fchinliiM departure Umo at IODO horns QUID 16 lift) 
all uaund 230 knou With only SO or 60 pat cent at maxim uta lad load 
aboard—a satoEy margin vrtueh provide* a grcaiur ]svd of asymnwEnc flight 
eoEuret stiouiii ana aE the fS&a tail on lakc-olt—Mall and Veltti will be doing 
300 kn$u u ihof pa** Hi* atfftalrf bmuirfary. Those diarnond-sUldtleti 'tiger 
iaai‘ mar burner shock wives are about 2S feet long 



Mil 


hhhhihb 











Homo again. Coming over Use- Cairn fit stwul 15S knoll, ubh pitched up ai 
33J dfrgfSi*. Us* limirillrtg OUlD TB LookJI aliflismi teanigrt iilfer Efto rAucowp 
brutality of it* departure 






Mala picture T]id 404cm! d^nwloi 
bright orange dug dime stows ik- 
5R-7LA TJpicSSv *e it rutin pert the 
80004ofl! remaining market eri 
Kunw.iy 3?. Te Hie right of the 
picture is the ■moll -drogue which 
eilradi Ihe inner. chute (rom tea 
homing (MX The 5R-71'* dOrwl 'beat 
tail' fairing 

















Above MLiaaen acMmpliahwd. ]u*l out of H-lT97l'i cockpit. Pilm/RSO learn 
Majora Duane Nail and Tom Valtn conguiuL.-ito wrch olhor on inolher 
pupccsaful mias-ion loggiho r, The iwo-hour sortie fne, they would nan. uy 
where at why) wan completed wilh just a single au-to-air refuelling Ircrn am* 
ol the 0th SRW’i dedicated KCM3BQ tankers from MiJdenhalL 

EUghl Oive back in Ihe bam Lockheed and Pran & WKiuuy civilian 
Ufchiucianji sg-pg oE them wilh experience dating back ever 25 years to 
Kelly Johnson's Skunk Works doMgn learn -swarm over Ihe still-hot SR-71A 
tike bears leund a lint Ley pot. replacing solely fun* and placing Ians near Etio 
maun whim] units lo cool the brakes. In high speed cruise Che Blackbird's 
BXiorsor heats up io around fiOO 1 Gclsuis, and during long missions crews 
warm up thou 'boil in the bag’ liquid enact* by placing Ihoni alongiide the 
oockpil windows 

















Thg annual Air Feta held ai MildcnhaLl each spring proipdo* Pot 4 m(h a 
rare «taiw?o tn show Hi public laca. Hare Major Duane Noll signs aui&graph» 
ai Aii Fele 'flfl lb Itani of gno of the unit's Iwo SR-Tla J while crowd* dusler 
tailed Dot 4 r s sales bocuh, uwsiiaMy the beal patronized on Hie bmp. 'Tho 
public juai want to bo pari of it aLT said one very proud member of the 
'Simple Works Sou vemre' siand. where demand for JitdterJ. patches. coftea 
mugs, baseball qpi. T^hirls and s Lick-p ms mni honor (hen a Blackbird's 
■kin. but the Bud's always good and cold 
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Left and above Gas Matrons. Blackbirds dtmSi a spatial brow of final known 
as JP-J, and need special tankers m deliver H. Tha 343th and 350th Air 
Eeluallinq Squadron* arc dedicated 3R-7L tanker uimi roimmg an integral 
pail Of die 9th Strategic Recar.niUASiince Wing. Wherever the SR-71l go. 
you II else fir.d thatr distinctive four Maltese Cross on yellow band bedecked 
Boeing KC L35Q», seen ho to an Ihc MildcnhaU ramp close by the SH-71 
bams. On a typical mission ihree at lout ICC-1350s arc launched, in advance 
to ho gn ainEicn well before the aliened rendezvous time. Ji'-J is a high 
flashpoint fuel which pi a vtd.es protection from possible p*p]oslon duo la high 
airframe and fuel tampaiatut t:a in high speed flight, It ib said that yen could 
threw a Lighted ituich into a pool ot JP-J on die hangar Boer end it would net 
ignite. Well ulce Ilium word for it 

Below Stoi Cruiser, KC-I33Q 69-1488, pictured during ui evening eE ground 
iuna el its noisy non-fan JBJ engines. Although the 'Qs are dedicated io 
refuelling SR-71s wnh JP-7, the tanks can be purged on the ground and 
■ifcgular' ;cu fuel foadod fo wrvfoe other USAF end HATO aircraft 










support. Three KC-I3B0 GLOBs (Ground Lovmg Old Bastards) 
Launching from MddrnMH at pun&cr on 25> April i&bb in support ft a 
ii?bOnjuviwance boielo by SH-71A £4-17980. No hood '□ uk why iho noLsy, 
lunoke-tiaibng JBT-enginod KC-135 vananti are no! exactly flavour of iho 
month wilh environmentalist*. Take-off Ihiuat u boosted by welor/alcohoL 
LnjactiorL Into the engine comhuautm chambers Other KC-135 vantpip ere 
undoigomg a contuuniig gngrine retrofit programme with Pratt 4 Whnney 
JT3D-38 and CfM lnie!nxiror..tl FIOSt-CP-IOG |CFM56-2B- L ) tutbofana replacing 
the fSTs. but tg Suffolk reaidont* iho sight (and long lingering sound) o£ 
'smoky joe L KC-1350s climbing 1 oal o( Mildenhall niiLL signala an lEnnonem 
Blackbird launch. On this mission the first tanker look oil one hour and forty 
minutes before the 5R.71A, the last j-uat hall ao hour ahead 
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10th ACCS: EC-135 


Lrf?n Under the (Am«nnn) Eagln 
eye of ijvc unit's mural, Major Rich 
Henry and Captain Dan Reilly of Slid 
HJth Airborne Commihd. and 
Central Squadron check Ihoir ‘genua 
plan' Eor an EC--135H mission. The 
mural was painted by 8 Oth ACCS 
Airman Rick Shad 


Above Commender o[ the HKh 
ACCS UeuJenanf Cetane] Rich 
Slamrulei at Ihe control! of EC.135H 
61-OSBS fritter ttoilar. The 10th 
ACCS w part of she Wildonhad's hoit 
un.ii, the 533th. Airborne Command 
and Centra] Wing The EC- 135s are 
fined with uflvnKv? communJeaiioiu 
equipment far their role u 
aurvivabls strategic emergency 
airborne command and. eontr a] 


poaca supporting commandera-in- 
chi*f, in Hie JOth ACCS'* case the tIS 
Commander in Child, Europe 
fySCINCEUR I and Ihe Supreme 
Allied Commander, Europe 
fSACEUR) • The Mildonhalh bnicd 
EC'ISSH't secondary itmumn u to 
provide emergency airborne 
refuelling U^Ulitu lor USAft 
aireralt 






You deni eroaa iIull rap» william 
permission m ehm sensitive and 
secure area. Even gnundcrsw 
working on Use EC*J$S aLrCrMi have 
to- show their passes each tune they 
cross the tine. Inside the EC-135's 
[LghtLy packed fuselage are eiew 
stations for the Oommuiucahons and 














warning 












tflfl and bclnw Tdl'c.r thZlfa r. 
proudly bearing the inscription 
Tiral Ji.ilion.iL Emc c gniury Airborne 
Cccnnuind Posi I Wl' puimod on 
.ir.-ih-niri'i' when II returned hsme 1o: 
m mu. rir.d Dark Angel (6l-QE66j arc 
among four EC-L35H* optrnied by 
din kOilL ACCS at MiltStinShilJ all of 
which arc undergoing a MOO million 
mm mum cap op* upgrade, scheduled 
Eoc cainpSutLOti by 1990 
Unjht EC-I3SH 61-0291 vain rhr 
cctrta or lhe I DU h ACCS, USAE'L and 
the Silk Purse Canlrcl Group which 
h pare o£ ihe worldwide airborne 
command posi sysiem and ia aiaSEed 
by 56 personnel fro m all four US 
milimry services. Five buiOe *raH 
loams. each composed of rune icarn 
ifiviw porsonno], perform a-lorl 
and oilier mission [unenatta 























Aircraft captain Mojor Mike Uuxc 
and capital Mijor Siui» Monk like 
EC33SH callsign AXE LC op rata ft* 
blue nt 38.000 tam and 270 kncci 
after taking etf Item Mitdenhall with 
L 20,000 pounds of gas aboard fnota 
cempJex fuel *y*tam schematic, 
switchgear and lank eisnienai 
gangoa nberife pow&t taviita to Left 
of Honk's kntiLH The EC-13EH'■ Four 
Pratt & Whitney TT33-PW102 {JT3DJ 
turbofarv bum aboul 12.000 peundj 
Of fuel pet ti*bi 
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AXE JQ'h flight iiuvigalei CaptALn 
Mike ZLtmfieiman on work plotting 
the EC-135's course en route to 
ThK* 1, an ait rcfunllLnq area which 
ttraieltei from Veovklcon cq Laud's 
End ui the far south west oi England 
where it wil] rendezvous with 
ahalltq? \ Dth ACCS iiicrull 
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AXE 10'» nigh' ct gw {tolt to right): 
Captain Mike Ziimtieitrin 
(Navigator); Major Miko Lame 
(Pilol); Major Btuct: Monk; iCo 
ptlet): Capiwi CharJte Slephotu 
(BupeinuiEiesrary pilot), Muiet 
Seigounr Paul Sioahl (Boomer) 
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, . . receiving: AXE 32 'ptugged hi" 
ic AXE IQ’i boom 






L*t) The only crewman [literally) 
lying down fiti Ulu job i* Che beam 
ope [-nor K«:t AXE 32 ' i Boom or 
pun be iccn looking down from hie 
Kihan, etretcJwd prone on a 
HMttmi *nlh a chin mpport whUo 
be 'Are*' iTu- EC-I3SH'* boom imo 
tfir receiver lircnJTi refuelling 
receptacle 


Right AXE IP's Boomer. Muter 
Sergeant Paul SteaM, fho* iho boom 
over Ihe head* of AXE 22’« pjlom nfl 
fluty practise Imk-upa 


Overleaf EAGLE PLIGHT 312. Si 3, 
&W end 515 four McDonnell 
Dougta* F-l&C Eagloa Irom the 
USAfE'* 30th Tuttuca] Fighter Wfflj 
emt of Btlburg, We#t Germany—form 
Mp « ih* rear of &C-I35H AXE IP 
alter molding 4000 pounds of fuel 
Ipiece d comploto radio nilonoe on 
the Track 6 refuelling area aver the 
North Sea To rarvtra F-L5a the EG- 
!3£ fault numlain a steady 315 knots 
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RC- 135s 

Lh<A Wuli'n'iU, The Boeing 

KC-E35U l* a Spoeialiml ePqetTCFUO 
MOffluiaifluance/signals anti 

gUftwing variant □! the C-135 
tiinOy, operated by the SSLh 
Srralogic Ra7cniiaiaaiEi.ee Wing from 
Ottull AFB, JJc brosia an delaehrnrml 
bn Uw 306th Strategic Wing o( ihe 
CighUi An Force ,n AAF MUdetihsLl. 
Aircrew ire provided by the 33th 
Sualegif RfrMtUiAiasancc Squadron, 

the 3Mri 5R5. Thro^RC-lMl/a ^ 
ware converted hem ertltef 
HC-] J5C models, Thu is 64-14049. 
iHHimd by tis enw like * 

XJj»g Note 'dun 1 ' sensei housing 
wd iltbndud fuselage (siring for 
Sideways Looking Airborne Radar 
(SLARj 

Right H you're wise you don'! argue 
nidi a SI3A Steamy Police 
Squadron guard carrying a Cell 
5.Bfeapi M-16 mbomaiic rife! 

Security around the RC-135 
daporHl at Milder hall is aa 

•MiILIIVe ,L3 In Ihe SR-71 barn area. 

To get these pictures special 
perm muon had 1q be granted by 
Strategic Air Command 
Etoadqiurlers in Washington, E>C, 
and die *bti Erma wry tnlen shown W 
rightly auspicious guards by a 
member of Ehn SO&lh Strategic Wing 
U well as lb OUr guide Genlt Habk 
Irora MiSdenhaU ‘s Office el Public 
Adsus 
















Sark hit* a Da wg in tonooned irtih 
inttwr* including bJndcj, dipolfl and 
bLietei antennae, chin and vendat 


tjj]cone and vontri! ciunen pact tn 
the pcwhton ©ccupiml by tbn 
lefue-ilmg boom ho wing on £c-|35i 
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ANYTIME BABY! 

C/C SSGT D, i'ahfe 
C C SSGT J< Gubra 
A C CMC S. B?vnn 


Ull and (u left As many as ten 
separate rcconiui is sanca RELENT 

venioM ol the C-I3S have been 
identified, each dillering in the 
cethbinatiene erf soieait and 
equipment installed, which may 
even be unique to individual aircraft 
Willtiii each sub-type. 6444544 i* an 
RC-13SV named Anytime flafey, one 
erf seven converted Irom RC-13SCt. 
Ground an lioudiiionera are used to 
beep serwitive electronic equipment 
CChoE 
























Left Wiid Thing'* ei«w embarking 
fat 4 Ilighl 10 Citroco, where 
RC-135* are regularly detached to 
Kullenikon Ab at Aihens Airport 
These information gailteitng aircraft 

often miry ■as many as 20 si-g-fiab 

n.f>ea.i]!si5 and lingums from die 
Electronic Security Command to 
monitor and tniorprof Electronic, 
signals, communication and 
tuLemetry data from Warsaw Faci 
souieea including surveillance of 
the Soviet air defence system and 
irussiEu and apace programmes. 
Wath m-ftighi refuelling the RC-L35s 
have a mission, endurance of S3 
hours or longer 


Overleaf Anoihet KC-L35W. 82-41 
iter On If. seen being overlooked 
from the purpoao-butLl guard post 
near Mildenhull'j EC-13S ramp, and 
rotunung h&me aft or a long nussigri 
Noteworthy is the long 'thimble' 
radome, wingtip HF pi obe and 
Forest oJ ventral blade aerials. Cgum 
’em, While the precise role of RC- 
135s Is highly classified,. thesr 
mission ts auoctpolly summed up by 
a patch worn by a member of the 
306ib SW: In Cod we trinct, the rest 
wre monitor 
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Above Fuai Hawn in August 1936 
the Boeing KC43S Si raiot.niko r 
ronurni the mainstay of Strategic 
An CoEnmind't nr icluulling force 
With some 594 still operationa! in 
«*rly 1963, many upgraded in three 
modification programme* to 
enhance iho aircraft's c.-ipabUity and 
extend Ha operational Me beyond 
the year 30S0- 56-3342 u an original 
KC-I35A variant powered fay 
four 0.750 lb st Pratt A Whmtey 
|57 P‘59W engines and operated by 


the IZnd Bomb Wing based ai 
Paechild AFB, Washington Stale- 
The "Seattle Sun Hawks' Logo on 
naaa and fin up is from the famau* 
American Football team 

Right 59-1522 Haulin Ethyl has her 
drogue 'basket' removed lien the 
High Speed Boom by her crew chief 
and molt of the 513th Field 
Mnmlamanoe Squadron based at 
Mi kionhall Total fuel capacity of the 
KC-135A ip 3L200 US gallons 


contained in integral wing ranks and 
below-Door bladder cetl*. The 
telescopic air refuelling boom 
come* in standard tlimited, to 330 
knetf maximum! and- high speed 
versions, delivering about 900 US 
gallon* par minute. Inverted; V- 
shaped ruddervator control 
surfaces visible in the picture 
enable the boom operator 10 "fly’ 
the boom to the receiver aircraft'* 
AR receptacle via a miniature 
joystick control 
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Appropriately named KC-I35A 
Hwlto frhyf tom tb* 410th BW ai Kl 
Sawyer AFB, Michigan newly 

arrived among the MitcEqnM]] 
butlttrcupi for six weeita TOY 










































Fear iC-l3BE* aT lh* 482nd Ai.r Refuelling Wing. AFRES Irom March AfH, 
California doing a spoil ©t TDY at MlldetihaLL Lett to right: 57-2S03 &*by Dolt 
5S-3823 aim (Ttfflor, 5S-OTS3 G*s Farcer and) tn camouflage live unnamed 
57-1 SI 2. Since 1961 uitie 134 KC-]35A* mrving wiih Atr National Cvaid and 
AFRES unite have boon upgraded to KC-135E standard by ilte lapiuamwt □( 
ihuir J37 jet engine* «uh Frau: A Wtuiriey jn?-3B turboEan* taivaged fiom 
Reccing 707 and 720 commercial Ham pom The lutboinu pfoYidc a 30“i 
mcEeaae in liu-tier, 3,4% iovret fuel bum and up to W% reduction* in noiae 
and hjuoIco b reunion*. The U5AF estimate* that the re-engining pEogrammu 
will uvd eight million gallon* at fuel par year. Compared wiih the ffC- t35A, 
ihE -£ la able to offload 37% nwsia tool ov«r « 2900 nautical mile operational 
radius 











Tbo»n pages Tho flflW oE KC-I35E 
ST-2603 Bjtby Doll await Ihe Hart 
engines signal ita a KC-135R of the 
fMacJr Knights 18th Ait Refuelling 
W«ig! from Robbins AFB, Georgia 
frasaej the threshold. The KC-33SF 
is the In to ai KC-33S variant, 
developed by BOemg Military 
Alt plinen la improve funl economy 
and reduce noise. The KC- L 35ft is 
{towered by four 3Z.QOO lb st CFM 
International F|O0,CF-LCIQ (CFM5B- 
£0-1) turbolaiui and u readily 
identifiable by us Saiga engine 
nacelle pods, Electrical., hydraulic, 
iual management and High! contra] 
system, modi* canons era else 
incorporated, ihe main landing gear 



gross weight limits, and dual APUn 


uuialted for rapid engine starting. 
Fuel re-debvorie* of KC.|3BRs were 
made to SAC tn Judy 1964. with more 
than 100 currently on strength 


Overleaf Cheerful Suffolk daisies 
relieve tho droaiy lew-wabihry 
camouflage of this ■152nd AREFW 
KC.USE, a stark contrast to ihe 
mote fantLiiat shiny grey Ceregard 
finish of the tankers. As yet no 
popular name seems to have been 
given to this drab scheme, which rt 
decLdely unpopular with the army of 
aircraft enthusiasts who walch over 
MildenhaU activities from its 
perimeter fences 






































JUwurfl JTC-133E on TOY from Ihe 
4SSnd AKEFW. March AFB, 
CaMomu 


Left CftmiiLOrigcd KC-IJSB 1'irgjiua 
Dare tri liho I Sch AtfW lias Igw 
visibility (uiiip marking* instead cl 
Iho Black Knights untie] black and 
yellow thDqimrb»rd panel 


Below Airman Firm Class Jeff 
Kaminski [ram Now Jorioy hm only 
be*ti in the Air Fore® 38 months, 
bu? Jvo'i having a ball got his 45-day 
TC?Y o.i Mi]dt*nha]| with tha 39ih 
AJtWs Orguuuitond Maintenance 
Squadron. ]uai bank from a lew days 
« RAF houchari in Scotland, Jell u 
pictured at the control* o! EC-I3SR 
Ftrgmia Dam 








Gulden afterglow highlighli the 
omlouia oi a eajiiuu.njged 
McDuiunoll Deuglai KC-10.A 



Ex tender el the Bath AREFW from 
Sapionr-johiuan ATS, Nerih 
CiroOin* 























SAC ha* to bo able to deliver hip] al ary time of tho day or nsph=. honn tho 
hotiui nul activity ot this European One camouflaged KC-UJA Extender, 
complete with armed guard 

















'Bravo Squadron': C-I30E 


The “Grech HomoU' from Bill Tictinl Aiitdi Squadron, 3Hih Ticiicti Airlift 
Wing, MlLuhiy Airlift Command out of Lillie Rock AFB, ArSctnsij hroughi IT 
C-I30E KbicuIei » RAF MtULeithaU in the ipnnq of 1988 for Ihuu annual Sen 
of temporary duty in Europe. During the daploynvew due* 0-130* 
each were tmuenod in Greece and Tut key and rotated wfih tbaae at 
MildenfwilL where TDY HorctUei uitna are fcrmwn a* ‘Bravo Squadron" 

Lasel Ll«=tiienant Colonel John ] Murphy, Commander of Iho Blit TAB. 
proudly displays hia unit's campaign ribbena 


















Left When llie 50?h TA.5 jilso from 
billle Rock ftFB, the US Department 
erf Defence's atUy C- J 30 training 
h.ist WAS- detached 10 Mildenhatl 
(tam October to Pocemtaor I 90 T. 
Bravo Squadron Dew 5658 hours, m 
1818 Minin, carried 13,119 
passengers and 5887 cam of freight. 
Vto Bln TAS's tally to IB May J 93 d 
can be seen an iho -sooroboard'. 
backed up by lira assurance: Fe# 
ire can!, »nd they did 


Below Morale [and humour) among 
the Green Hornet* runs high- Don'i 
ask us lo mroTproi die 'in' |okei on 
Ihe Crew board. Liflulenar.1 Ggfonot 
Murphy says the Jones/Daigle crew 
are tnown u The Throe Amigos 
and have Hispanic backgrounds 
(and a penchant lor cartoon 
characters, n seems), while 
Fronch/Milter appear 1o have had 
some kmd ol mcidoiu , . . 





















filar TAS C-L53E 64-0557 oJ fii.vo 
Stfuadion at Iho holding point In 
addiUoa Id flyjjig to* Envcl missions, 

dtfln with Bi many as 44 shipa in 
WWl at 3000 fool. Brave Squadron 
operate* the twine weekly European 
Eagto sche4ule4 inracn carrying 
up io 64 passenger* (inriudiog 
lorviw [amities and children) Id 
destination* in July, Spain and Weal 
Germany 






























In lypic.il I9B8 Bimflh apring 
WHiihar C-I30E 03-793* crewed 
fay pilot Captam Steven (img and 
copdot lat Licutunans Mike 
Bunngaidnnr iaxjes back m ifao 
Bravo Squadron ramp behind 
63-7769 alter a muuon. Tho fl]m 
TAS la LtivoEvini Ln many apodal 
msnsions. IteTanr flapuicr a 
fTusidcnn.-vl lupporl: Volina Silver. 
Vtpe-PnajdimtUJ support, while 
Volant Pit\9 (iwjla badge an part 
lower [light dock window > In a 
KATO tiippm miMton 






Heavy Lifters: 
C-Sand C-141 


Ih Ihal Ihe aeroplane, or ilte factory they bulH n in? The 34.793 cubic fee: 
Sdwdf dock cnige hold of a Lockheed C-5B Galaxy u an awrwoino sight Tl 
can awetnmodaro 3fi arnndeid 463U load pallofa, but other typical lead* can 
include’ IB ■j-ron 1 rucks, two M-L Abram* tanka or one- Ml and two Bradley 
iimoiitMl Aghiing Kphidw; six McDonnell Douglas AH-64A Apache 
helicopters. ten Penhing nuasdis* with lowing nnd launching vehicles, or £7Q 
combat-roady troupe 










Irfsft Pictured with ilv n'lw ’ tip 
permitting iir*ighi-in Leading erf 
targe ta C^SB fla-0014 erf 301* 
Military AirliJt Squadien (Associate) 
JtfUES. 60th Military Airlifl Wing 
from Tr»™ AFB, Cmleini*. It 
arrived ai MitderhaU after 12 hmira 
algb Dinging Tiavia-Kirdand AFB. 
Albuquerque, Now Mspco RAf 
Fairieid, having among its 
pasaengets Air Chief Marshal Sir 
Pater Harding. Air OHtroi 
Coiqmaivdfli-in-Ctuof, F.AF Stn.hn 
Command „ 


Right and main picture □vvrltal 

c-sa flB-dxnr of the eom maw 

awails unloading on Mddoithakl'» 
high wearily 'hen cargo' area, ant'd 
well away Item the mam ramp and 
guarded by murOmr* of the taae"* 
51-Asli BPS 

















Right 'Kneeling’ laciLny at the 
C-SA'a mam landing gear ii wall 
sltiiitrahsit her*, ttubUftg the mam 
deck rear loading ramp to t>o 
brought daicr lo the ground 
S^^titywnn of the BS C-BAi 
dellmcd le iho US AT leninm m 
Mmai, all haring been re-winged 
in 4 WUifteo Jtfa e*terwioFi 
piogramme completed tn the 


of 1987 




























































C„BB SS-QGIB o! 'he 436th MAW 
displays ns high Me duvicim. The 
Galaxy's wing spars 222 Carl S| 
uichftfl— La ieei shorter than !he 
Soviet Anlonov An-124 Cflntfor. fifty 
C-BBs .lie on orrtor [or the U5AF, 
and delivery should have boon 
complete by February J9S9. The 
hist EljqJii el the -B model toob place 
On ID September 1905. The C-9A 
and C-6B are externally similar, the 
new aizerah bicnrpoiaiirig aJ] 
modiftnahons and Improvement* 
progressively unreduced on in 
prcdacesvor 
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Below GroundciffwiiuLn givei seal* 
LO the C-SB'J massive nain Landing 
#n*r comprising- two landem unite 

per aide, each coniaming & 
'niajiga]ar footprint' ail-wheel 
bftgn 1 , <jiuj pan oE whtoli lorwud 
and iwo ptin ate ol !hc smn- High 
flotation’ gear permits operation *H 
unpatini aurfftgc*, with eastern!? tor 
ground manoeuvring and a 20- 
Clegra^ nlUoi fwilftt for crosawind 
landings 












Ldl Crew iftili f door or this 
behemoth C-BB. Wnfeh your itsp u 
right; lhare are an awlul Lot ol them 

Up ED I he Galiqy a fhrpfcil dti rjf 


*Jw« C-5B 69-0007 on the 'hot 
cargo' ramp. Smoke m the 
biitkgioLiiwl is Pram Iho engines □! ,t 
KC-J3SQ ranker undergoing ground 



WARE 


STATE 


FIRST 


10b 














Mft Ffospite Lis Hue 'Fat Albert' u 
flO SlffUCh OH Lake; -aU. Hem C-5A 
70.0147 ol the 43firti MAW gets 
aLtbdmu ill-fil using little marc Ijuir. 
5in.li a! MeLdonJuN b 11.000 fcxrt 
runway. Ai a majunium grass wuighi 

01 S 3 J. 00 Q pounds Ihr. 'book' figure 

tot lahe-oU ground rail an 4 
standard day is just over a mile and 


a hall On 17 December J9a-i a C-5A 

Het □& Jiiilional leoerda Inr payload 
£249.73 L pounds) and nvastmum 
take-oU weight (920.936 pounds). 
Thought provoker; live Galarry'i 
maximum payload lb equivalent to a 

dtreon tufty‘loaded USAFE C-33A 
Sherpa light STOL tram ports 


Above and overleaf No, ihoro in 
nothing w t nn g with 00447 'b 
undercarriage; lire main gear 
bogies rotate through 90 degrees 
before retraotrrg i awards uno the 
spens Dti housings 
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tocfcfrmr* C441 SSflrlLhur HjiE 

onitied mmre viJh Mi henry Airlift 


1«B rind m 270 rftnv*ini3i^ C.J41A 
rawdali wjjr<? relw.Ui at C-1418* will* 
a 23 foot 4 uichat IwlAge itriieti 
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lion A ‘K’ Loader rmdgti paUeiued cuga Enough the clamshell tear ■ ' ■ 

Joadang dam ol the t L ,3W cubic fool hold oE 43Tth MAW W4U S&-G255, 

SiailtfUMH art also used [tai 1 1 doping, pitadi*ppihg and mt-devac 
thLjrSLCiju. Lfi which rolea ihoy can carry up Eo 200 combat-equipped troops. 

155 paratroops or 1M Jmor paiiedi* respectively 

Above White top C-141B 64-0523 of Eho 43»h MAW from McGuire AFS- 
Pfqter jersey m. from oE the fljx-hay freight shod* ai MUdedhiLli’a MAC 
Terminal 

Below Fat Albert and eon. >3ugo Ihough il is, I hti lizard camouflaged 
C-lftB is dwarfed by the 'while Eop' C-SA behind 
flight 64-0623'a bn cam** the badges of the 438th MAW and us ATREE 
Associate SHih MAW 





J L3 




























Wing waLkrr 3:.it( &rrgc^Jll Kfh DoMflk 
of 313(ll CAMS I-ri Li □ a. idM 3nolc .upland 
ike wing □( a C-H 3 B 41 dunk faltfl 















Below left The doiml hump behind 
iho niEflit deck of [till isaui MAW 
C-M 1 & ia a Universal flerul 
hofiititbEig Kecoptacle Slipway 
tnataljunipn i UARRSl) which enable* 
the Starlifisr 10 be reftwLlfrd In flight 
cnincj either boom or hoao-end- 
diogiiu meihodj. The UARP.3J was 
LTiCOl pomled when C litA e wore 
rebuilt! £□ 'B alqndard 


AJ»v* left Man and woman ol the 
313th Consolidated Airoraii 
Murnenaneo Sguadion fixing on 
ami ■icing blood air EauLt on a C-H1 b 
oE ihe 437Ui MAW. The 21,000 lb in 
ihrlill Proll & Whitney TF33-P-7 
ttirbgbm wee removed from Us 
pylon, lowered to llut poeitJon. 
repaired and returned to service 
wilhin 12 hours, work proceeding 
dtroogh the rughi in a fine example 
Of ’Team Mildoehall' at work 


fit-low Twin xgcunrf hghta peer 
through iho darkness, giving ihl* 
OH IB in eer ie War of Iho Worlds' 
■oxi 




Work gooi on around the dock to 
gti Alt 437iH MAW SuLrUltei ready 
fur n tomeward bound ftirjhs no*i 
morning 



Naval Air Facility 


MjJdafOKdl'j! Naval Air Fnndli-ty ha& 
Hircm min-turboprop Beech US-3 a 
bason aireraii an strength. The [33 
Nmvy aperuHjs 73 UC-I 2a, Bu No 
LC38+0 is iho katesi 1687^38 UC S2M 
model, Wavy ogumnUiEH ®f Hie 
Becthirrafl Super Kmg An AzOoC 
business .111 L-cnfl, Hid in seen here 
being aennt*sd by Jhchaid Hamnck 


at Beech Aerospace 5 c cylccs Inc, 

one ol four civilians romrp.ci.ed ro 
miutum lha NAP Mildenli.il I llnel. 
Pliy.'iti reel by n pair ot 650 ahp Frail 
& Whimsy Canada 1T6A-42 
turboprop*. (ho UC-13M file* 30 
knots taster and carries 600 panada 
mace p uyloid Hum earlier IIC (2B 
model*. NAF Commanding Qtficer 


Commander 'Hank' 2nrnbus says 
the i r jab u la get urgonl spares and. 
person not to wlwwn/er ihe US Navy 
needs them around Europe. His 
Beechcralt Py Lao-200 Hants a 
month, have ;l t SO nautieml mile 
range and can By teem M ildeuhal I lo 
Sutth Fleei Headgo*¥ior* ai Naples 
in loin hours 
























‘Just 

Passing 

Through’ 


EEdOrly US Navy Douglas KA :i’l 
Ekywarnor tanker Bu No 147&4H wad 
ono of two visilrng Mddenhah during 
exercises in lJu- UK. TJia KA16, 
which can carry 0026 US pliant 
of (go-1—two ihitda el whmh can t>o 
oEfloaded in flight lo other airerafi 
id an the Strength OE YAKJGfl will) 
Reserve Garner Air Wing Tinny m 
WAS Alameda, Gallia nua 



Two Fairchild-Republic AIM 
Thunder bo Li 13a from (ho SLWi 
Tacncal Fiqhror Squadi&n, BI si 
Tactical FLghtai Wing m FAF 
bciiiwaiL'Ts,' Woorthrtdgo. Suffolk, 
parked on twtiJde nti.iil'a B.ine 
Opetaiiona ramp, Puiro or quartern 
of A' LOAb arc a lamUiai eight 
hunting 'Waipac anno ax' low over 
tiie fl.it3.ind3 nf East Anglia. Where 
I ho watchword among civilian flieil 
ia. it yen aw one Warlhog, be sure 
■here's another (or more) ctoro by. 
The A-lflfl furthest from camera wan 
flown m by Major General; William 
Kirk James, Commander of Uio 
Thud Air Force, to which all USAFE 
□nits m the United Kingdom are 
attached 
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Tin* Uoddioed WC-]MH Rerculca weather icrcpnnaMMince aiicrafl wai 
pieafcid inio afiflil duitc* mill tho 403rd TaciiraJ Airlilt Wag, AFEt£5 Jroni 
KmijitT AFB. MtMJisippi, truupamng ponpiuuhl from Uve ]33 TAW. Air 
Naitbiia] Oiiai-d «■ tflumoepetja-SC Paul IrneraauoiuLl Ajrpon back ro USA pftor 
asorciKim m Europe 



<SMZZ> 

403 m TAW 











Billow C-2kA Leader (rmlirary 
vaiiton of !ha Uoarjet 35ft business 
jot) 04-0001 oi j'CO.Siii ADS from 
Sluugon Airport, Weal Germany 
ready m lazi from 1K0 Mildonhakl 
Bnjp Op* VIP pick-up paint. The 
US AT operates 7B C-21As in the 
operational uipporl airlift role from 
16 iMin m I ho European, Pacific 
and United States Lbeeires tor lime- 
sensitive movement of cargo and 
personnel 


Aboira Soacti C- i £F Operational 
Support Aircraft 04-0103 of the SBlh 
Miiirary Airlift Squadron from 
Ramsiem ATB, West Germany lakes 
on fuel on MildenhaM'a Base Ops 
ramp. Mom four-btaded propellers 


Above rigHl Civilian cargo aircraft 
and an liners on charier n> iho 
military are frequent viHlois lo 
MLideohiLL. Hot u one of fho U5AT'j 
slick uuacl-like 'It' Loaders feeds a 
Southern Air Transport Booing 
7GJ-3B0C with after burner loss Fran 
A Whitney TF30 lurbofara from 
Cene-mi Dpumia F-tllF strike 
aircraft fur shipmenl Stateside to be 
overhauled 
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SAT'i Comtian Super 0 qultttead* Boani^ ?0? W533SJ rotam for lafco-ofl en 
roiscn ]gi tisn Oldaimirw Air Uogwtka Qecifox at Tinker AFB. Oklahanti 













Bmnng E.JB SpnJlry TIWflSGS af 
flflJnd Anborne Wu ausw mil 
Centred Wmg [rum Tinker AFB, 
OlUahnm* ^gwgI twe AW ACS 
BONirq- ni MiklPrihnM disnny 
ester Cii^B niter the UK Twp 
pitrurtypo* .md 2S preductjgn E-1 Aj 
have been u pgTaded to E-3B 
llindaill Willi [! C.M-r L'nislnnt voicr 

carnTnunirminiiii atlllftjl. additional HI" 

and UHF avioiiien, Have Omek anti- 
jatlttliUig 1.111 p: DVemenla UHF 

radian, a tiutflT 30 M CC-S gom.pn.lei 
*nsh inrrp-a-sed pioceiBing apeed 

and greatly eiiinAded munmiy five 

udeLiiinjud ajtpatusn duphy console* 
i.SDCr •> and on dunete manuine 
lurveill i i'.lv capability meoi panted 
Lti the baaic radar syicpjn 
























Busy njfcn on MildonhaLTii Caai 
turnaround iTinsiprU ramp i* Senior 
Airman Craig Dubose of 333rh 
Organisational Maintensjtea 
Squadron, soon here getting a 
Shorn C’33A Sharps started up 
ieady for departure. AH C‘33As 
(maximum crura mg speed ISO knots) 
tuo the call sign POKEY bo ihal 
Military Air Traffic knowr thoy're not 
exactly dealing with 01 1 raatesi thing 
aloft- The U5AF ordered IS of the 


busy trfm turboprop STQL 
transports us 1334 3g serve as 
European Distribution System 
Aircraft t'EDSAj, Carrying spare 
pans on a daily scheduled 'round 
robin' gf U5AFE ba-aea. Seen here is 
84-CH71, named Annrio after tho 
TJ5&FE base in Italy and captained 
by LSI Lieutenant Paul BaLLker of the 
LOth Miliiaiy Airlift Squadron buood 
at iwei.bnu.ken. West Germany. 
When li irnvad al Mitdantull I he 


C-23A had already made stops at 
LTSAFE fa rib it ea at RATi Kemble. 
Upper Heyferd, Afconbnry and 
Bentwalera. Currently die only 
Bntish"buill aircraft in the USAF 
inventory, dm Sherpa* will be 
joined by C-29A flight-cheek 
versions ol the British Aerospace 
BAe 135-BOO business jet during 
1933/89 




The Osprey SUPERBASE series takes 
the enthusiast behind the scenes on the 
world's major airbases. This up-front series 
features spectacular; exclusive colour 
photography from aviation’s camera sharp¬ 
shooters. If you want to get inside the 
perimeter fence to see today’s combat aircraft 
in their natural habitat, the SUPERBASE 
series is literally where it’s at, Here’s what’s 
happening on the Mildenhall ramp today . * 



Future SUPERBASE titles: 
BITBURG ■ PENSACOLA * COLD LAKE - 
EL TORO * CHERRY POINT - EDWARDS * 
YUMA ■ KADENA * TYNDALL 


Me liktntHJiofi Jut ihc USA, 

fJnhnashcHuii ) 

l l-„ nnli ',-HJJW I 





